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 AWS QC1, standard for Certified Welding Inspector, is prepared by the AWS Certification Committee. Because the standard is written in 
the form of a specification, it cannot present background material or discuss the committee’s intent. 
 Since the publication of the first edition of the standard, the nature of inquiries directed to the American Welding Society and the 
Certification Committee has indicated that there are some requirements in the standard that are either difficult to understand or not sufficiently 
specific. Interpretations are a means by which the Certification Committee can clarify the requirements of the standard. 
 It should be recognized that the fundamental premise of the standard is to provide general stipulations applicable to most situations and to 
leave sufficient latitude for the exercise of administrative judgment for rare or special circumstances. 
 

 
 
 

AWS QC1 Interpretation 
 
 
 

Subject: Conflict of Interest 
Code Edition: QC1:2007 
Code Provision: Sections 11.2.4, 11.4.2, and 11.4.3 
AWS Log: QC1-07-I01 

 
 
 
 

Inquiry: Does AWS QC1:2007 Subclauses 11.4.2 or 11.4.3 (Conflict of Interest) prohibit an AWS 
Certified Welding Inspector (CWI) from offering inspection services to a client or his/her 
company’s client at a discount rate or for free in exchange for other business considerations 
from the client such as the client purchasing welding equipment or welding material from the 
CWI or the CWI’s employer? 

 
 
Response: No. AWS QC1:2007 Subclause 11.2.4 requires objectivity from the CWI. The code of ethics 

demands that the inspector remains impartial in opinion and reporting. The mere presence of 
pressure on the CWI to maintain his/her integrity is not enough to claim a violation of the QC1 
code of ethics. Evidence of an actual violation of public trust per 11.2.4 is required. Regarding 
QC1:2007, Subclauses 11.4.2 and 11.4.3, neither is applicable to the situation above since the 
CWI is not receiving compensation from more than one party nor is the CWI accepting 
gratuities.  

 
 


