
R/D Tech Acquires Panametrics
R/D Tech Instruments, Inc., recently purchased the

Panametrics ultrasonic NDE business from General Electric Co.
The transaction included assets located in the Panametrics facil-
ity in Waltham, Mass., as well as assets located in sales offices
in the United Kingdom, Germany, Italy, Spain, Benelux, and
Japan. The transaction involves 240 employees globally.

R/D Tech plans to continue developing and promoting the
complete Panametrics ultrasonic NDE product line of flaw
detectors, thickness gauges, and transducers. The instruments
will continue to be sold under the Panametrics brand name. The
headquarters and production facility will remain in the
Waltham, Mass., area.

Alain Allard, CEO of R/D Tech, said the decision to acquire
Panametrics was based on the complementary product portfo-
lios and markets for both companies.

Ultrasonic Device Turns Passenger Trains
into Rail Crack Detectors

Physicists at the University of Warwick in England recently
developed a new ultrasonic device that turns passenger trains
into rail-crack detectors. Current ultrasonic track-inspection
equipment must be operated on special work trains running 20
to 30 mph. The new device will enable an ordinary fleet of pas-
senger-carrying trains traveling as fast as 200 mph to continual-
ly and routinely check for early signs of track failure.

The device generates low-frequency, wide-band Rayleigh
waves, which are multiple-frequency sound waves that travel
swiftly along the length of the surface of the rail. Different fre-
quencies penetrate to different depths in the rail, with the lower
frequencies having a deeper penetration of around 15 mm. If the
waves encounter a crack, they get partially blocked or reflected
in a way that can be detected by the device, which can then
record the crack’s exact location and depth.

The new ultrasonic technique can detect track defects within
15 mm of the rail surface. Among the cracks it can locate are
gauge-corner cracks, which occur from rolling wheels making
contact with the inside of a rail head. Track failure from gauge-
corner cracking is believed to be responsible for numerous acci-
dents, including a train derailment in October 2000 that killed
four people in the U.K.

Small Businesses to Utilize $2 Billion in
Federal Funding for Advanced R&D

The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small
Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs offer more
than $2 billion annually to small technology companies and
research institutions with the aim of fueling technology growth
and development throughout the United States.

The two programs are open to U.S. companies with no more
than 500 employees. Funding is provided to conduct R&D pro-
jects that are of benefit to the federal government and that have
commercialization potential in the private and/or public sector.
The program has three phases. Phase I awards up to $100,000
to test the feasibility of a concept. Phase II supports funding up
to $750,000 to develop Phase I results into a prototype. Phase III
encourages small business awardees to seek third-party funding
sources to transfer the new technology into the commercial
marketplace.

For more information, visit www.sbiroutreach.com or contact
Deborah Akwei at (202) 889-5064.

Son Joins Father in Ranks of CWIs

Frank Smith (left) and son, Scottie Smith, pose with their
AWS CWI certificates. Frank, a CWI since 1999, is the welding
instructor at Southern Union State Community College in
Opelika, Ala. Scottie, who earned his CWI credentials in April of
this year, is the welding supervisor at Scott Bridge Co., also in
Opelika. The two men received their CWI training from Real
Education Services, Pascagoula, Miss.

Wilson Named VP of Ametek Taylor Hobson
AMETEK, Inc., recently elected Bruce P. Wilson as vice pres-

ident and general manager of its Taylor
Hobson division based in Leicester,
England. AMETEK acquired Taylor
Hobson in June.

Since joining Taylor Hobson in 1999,
Wilson has served as chief executive offi-
cer. Prior to that time he was with Datapaq
Ltd., where he served as managing director
from 1992 to 1999. He holds a master’s
degree in engineering from the University
of Cape Town in South Africa as well as an
MBA from Cranfield University in the
United Kingdom.

AMETEK Taylor Hobson designs,
manufactures, and services a broad array of
contact and noncontact instruments for pre-
cise measurement of surface texture, shape,
and roundness.

Fischer Technology Celebrates 25th
Anniversary

Fischer Technology, Windsor, Conn., a manufacturer of coat-
ing thickness and material testing and analysis instruments,
recently celebrated its 25th anniversary.

The ISO 9001:2000-certified company offers coating thick-
ness measurement products that include X-ray fluorescence,
beta backscatter, coulometric, magnetic induction, and eddy
current methods. It also provides instruments for measuring
microhardness, conductivity, ferrite content, and porosity test-
ing. In addition, it recertifies instruments and provides preven-
tive maintenance services.
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GE Inspection Technologies Completes
Acquisition of Hocking NDT

GE Inspection Technologies, a division of GE
Transportation, recently completed its acquisition of Hocking
NDT Ltd., St. Albans, England. Hocking produces eddy current
products that range from hand-held instruments to small sys-
tems. Its products are used in the aerospace, rail, oil and gas,
automotive, and metal manufacturing industries. GE Inspection
Technologies is headquartered in Huerth, Germany.

“We are very excited about this opportunity,” said Chris
Hocking, managing director of Hocking. “Hocking’s eddy cur-
rent products complement GE Inspection Technologies’ indus-
trial radiography and ultrasound capabilities.”

NITON Opens Hong Kong Office
NITON® LLC, Billerica, Mass., recently opened NITON

Asia Ltd., a new office located in Hong Kong. The new office
will provide local sales and service support to the company’s
distribution network within the Asian and Pacific Rim regions.

NITON manufactures portable X-ray fluorescence instru-
ments. Information regarding NITON Asia Ltd. is available via
e-mail at asia@niton.com.
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