
During the past few months, there has been much discus-
sion about the purpose and function of supplemental
inspection credentials, also known as “endorsements.”

The AWS Certification Committee has always held and contin-
ues to hold the CWI as the internationally recognized best pro-
gram for certification of welding inspection personnel. The CWI
is considered able to inspect welds to any industry standard or
code regardless of which open book code exam was used, pro-
vided the CWI is deemed capable and qualified by the employer
or contracting parties to inspect to the requirements of the spe-
cific standard used for the job.

With that in mind, and to clear up any confusion about sup-
plemental inspection credentials, the following questions and
answers present some facts about the program. Please note that
this summary is provided for information only. Refer to AWS
QC1, Standard for Certification of Welding Inspectors, for specif-
ic requirements and additional information. 

Q: What are endorsements?

A: Endorsements are supplemental inspection credentials avail-
able to all AWS Certified Welding Inspectors (CWIs) and Senior
Certified Welding Inspectors (SCWIs).

Q: As a non-CWI, may I take these examinations as
stand-alone exams?

A: The examinations offered as endorsements to the
CWI/SCWI programs are also offered as stand-alone exams to
non-CWIs/SCWIs who wish to enhance their educational back-
ground. Only a certificate of completion is issued to those who
pass these exams as non-CWIs/SCWIs. Having passed any of
these exams does not exempt one from having to take Part C
(codebook portion) when applying for CWI certification.

Q: What effect does attaining an endorsement have on
my status as a CWI or SCWI?

A: Endorsements do not change a CWI’s or SCWI’s status (past
or present) as a Certified Welding Inspector. If a CWI or SCWI
does not wish to take any of these supplemental inspection
exams to acquire such endorsements, that does not change
his/her status with AWS as a Certified Welding Inspector. 

Q: What is the purpose of endorsements?

A: Endorsements enhance a welding inspector’s credentials not
supplant them.

Q: Why were endorsements developed?

A: Endorsements were created to broaden an inspector’s cre-
dentials, possibly permitting performance of inspections from
which he/she was previously excluded due to customer or juris-
dictional requirements.

Q: What benefit do endorsements have regarding nine-
year recertification?

A: Committee-approved endorsements are another means by
which CWIs and SCWIs may satisfy the examination and/or
continuing education requirements for CWIs and SCWIs at their
nine-year recertification.

Q: How will endorsements be noted?

A: Endorsements will only be listed on a card that is separate
from the inspector’s CWI/SCWI card. It will only list the sup-
plemental inspection exams that the individual passed to attain
the endorsement(s). If an individual does not want such a card,
none will be provided. A certificate for successfully passing the
examination will also be issued.

Q: Is this concept of endorsements used by other certi-
fying organizations?

A: Endorsements are used by other organizations that offer cer-
tification programs. The American Petroleum Institute (API),
the National Board of Boiler Inspectors, and the American
Society for Nondestructive Testing (ASNT) are some organiza-
tions that use the endorsement concept for some of their 
programs.

Q: What current endorsements are offered by AWS?

A: Currently, the following examinations or certification pro-
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grams may be considered as endorsements for CWIs and
SCWIs if the candidate passes the exams:

a. AWS D1.1 codebook exam
b. AWS D1.5 codebook exam
c. AWS D15.1 codebook exam
d. API 1104 codebook exam
e. ASME Section IX, B31.1, + B31.3 codebook exam
f. AWS Certified Radiographic Interpreter (CRI) program 

(also a stand-alone program and
credential)

g. ASNT VT, Level 2 (also a
stand-alone program and 

credential).

Q: What future endorsements
will be offered by AWS?

A: The following examinations are planned and will be offered 
in the near future:

a. ASME Section VIII, Divisions 1 and 2,  and Section IX 
codebook exam
b. AWS D1.2 codebook exam
c. AWS Structural Bolting Inspection and Drawing Reading 
exam
d. AWS Penetrant Testing exam

e. AWS D1.8 Seismic Supplement exam. v
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Do You Have Some News
to Tell Us?

If you have a news item that might interest the readers
of the Inspection Trends, send it to the following address:

Welding Journal Dept.
Attn: Mary Ruth Johnsen
550 NW LeJeune Rd.
Miami, FL 33126.
Items can also be sent via FAX to (305) 443-7404 or by

e-mail to mjohnsen@aws.org.

An Important Event
on Its Way?

Send information on upcoming events to Inspection
Trends, 550 NW LeJeune Rd., Miami, FL 33126. Items
can also be sent via FAX to (305) 443-7404 or by
e-mail to mjohnsen@aws.org.

Join today – New AWS Individual Members can SAVE $25 on AWS
Membership when they join AWS for two-years.

Take
charge of

your
future. AWS Membership

Save up to $163 on
an AWS technical
publication.
Take charge of your future, and join more than 50,000 AWS Members.
AWS can help your career with a variety of resources and huge money-
saving discounts unparalleled in the materials joining industry.  Save
hundreds with your AWS Members'-only discount on 300+ industry
publications such as the D1.1, Structural Welding Code - Steel.   With
the 25% discount, save $94 on the 2006 D1.1 Code… that's like getting
an AWS Membership for free.  Plus, new AWS Individual Members can
choose one of four AWS technical publications for just $25 (up to a
$163 savings). 

Make AWS your one-stop resource for huge savings and practical 
welding knowledge.  AWS will help you do your job better and with the
latest industry information available anywhere.

Membership Benefits
• 12 issues of the award-winning 

Welding Journal,  the world’s 
premier publication on welding, 
cutting, and allied joining processes.

• Up to 87% discount on a major 
technical book published by AWS. 

• Networking through the annual 
FABTECH INTERNATIONAL & THE AWS WELDING SHOW, 
conferences, seminars, local Section meetings, and 
on-line forums.

• Member discounts on conferences, seminars, clinics, 
and other professional programs offering opportunities 
for educational advancement and professional development.

• Discounts on certification programs that recognize and 
document your individual expertise and knowledge of 
specific welding-related disciplines.

• AWS JobFind, @ www.awsjobfind.com, an on-line meeting 
place for job seekers and employers.

• Information-technology services, including members’-
only Web site services, and electronic messaging.

• Member discounts on more than 300 AWS publications.
• A wide variety of attractive group benefits: car rental, 

shipping, financial services, and group insurance.

Call: (800) 443-9353, ext. 480, or (305) 443-9353, ext. 480
Join on our website @ www.aws.org/membership
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