January 31, 2007
To: All who will respond from the web forum at AWS.

From: (User forum name) Southpaw, Quality Technician 
Subject: In-House Weld Training for the Industry? 

This survey will be used to assist in the writing of a how-to journal for a Technical Writing class. Survey information will be used only for this purpose. Please check all boxes that apply. 
1. That affiliation do you have with welding?
X      Welder

·     Inspector
·     Fitter
·    Weld Teacher

·    Weld Engineer

·    H.R.

·    Other

            2. What is your work status? 

X      Full Time 

·    Part Time
·    Retired 
·    Other

            3. Do you work for?

·    Company, Industry, etc

X       Self

·    Other

4.  How many welders do you work with or for?

X      1-10

·    11-30
·    31-60

·    61, or more

5. Is there turn over with the welders?

X      None
·    A little

·    A lot

6. Do you have any problems recruiting welders?

X      Yes
·    No
7. Are your welders required to be?

X      Certified 

X      Qualified

·    Nether 

·    Other

8. If certified or qualified at what stage? 

X      Before hire

·    After hire

9. Is the USA facing a welder shortage?

X      Yes
OK If the welders out there stop short changing there wages and become professional and not just a guy with a thing in his hand
·    No
·    Don’t know
10. If “yes” to question 10, why?

·    A lack luster job
 X      Wages
·    Not enough training at the high school level
·    Not enough training at the Tech. School level
X      Other
Society references welders as nobodies and doesn’t understand that like truck drivers their world would be affected.  The difference is we not ridicule the white collar workers and say how stupid they are for choosing there career but they reference ours when there kids are thinking about what they want to do. I have been told that the 6 figure salary I make is uncalled for but it has raised 4 children and supported my wife to stay at home for 16 years as well as supported a property and vehicles that my neighbors would die for. My welders can make more money in 4 months than the average office salary in a year with out working 70 hr weeks!!!!!!! 
11. Is any weld training provide for your welders?

X      Yes
·    No

12. If “No” to question 11 would you like to see training provide? 

·    Yes 
·    No
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