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American Welding Society Announces Alliance with 
International Thermal Spray Association  

 
 

MIAMI, Fla., November 29, 2011– The American Welding Society (AWS) announced 

today that the International Thermal Spray Association (ITSA) has become a standing 

committee within AWS. The alliance allows for ITSA to retain its respective brand and 

organizational independence while simultaneously benefiting from AWS’s size and 

resources. 

 

Founded in 1948 as Metallizing Service Contractors and renamed International Thermal 

Spray Association in 1991, ITSA is a professional trade association of Companies 

dedicated to expanding the use of thermal spray technologies for the benefit of industry 

and society.  The Association has been closely tied to major advances in thermal spray 

technology, equipment and materials, industry events, education, standards and market 

development in North and South America as well as Australia and parts of the Pacific 

Rim and Europe. 

 

“ITSA has worked very closely with AWS in the past several years and it’s really served 

to increase visibility of thermal spray technology,” said David Wright, Chairman of ITSA. 

“The alliance with AWS allows ITSA the infrastructure to ensure that it can continue into 
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the future as a solid, member-driven organization while placing more emphasis on 

promoting engineered surface coatings to Industry.” 

 

“We welcome this new alliance with ITSA,” said Ray Shook, AWS Executive Director.  

“Thermal spraying is a key element in the core welding technologies covered by AWS, 

so the link is a natural one that should offer strong value to members of both AWS and 

ITSA.” 

 

Under the new alliance all ITSA member companies are now supporting members of 

AWS. As a supporting member, each ITSA member company will be given five 

individual AWS memberships as well as members’ discounts to AWS publications.  

 

Two other organizations similar in size to ITSA currently serve as AWS Standing 

Committees: The Resistance Welding Manufacturing Alliance (RWMA) and the Welding 

Equipment Manufacturers’ Committee (WEMCO).   

 

 

ABOUT AWS 
The American Welding Society (AWS) was founded in 1919 as a multifaceted, nonprofit 
organization with a mission to advance the science, technology and application of 
welding and allied joining and cutting processes including brazing, soldering, and 
thermal spraying.  Headquartered in Miami, Florida, and led by a volunteer organization 
of officers and directors, AWS serves more than 68,000 members worldwide and is 
composed of 22 Districts with 250 Sections and student chapters.  For more 
information, visit the society’s website at http://www.aws.org and click on “Pressroom.” 
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